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A wild horse running free on the open range is a 
beautiful thing to see.  Yet for all of its beauty, 
that horse, as it is, is of no real service to 
anyone.  It may have a great deal of potential, 
but that is about all.  In fact, if allowed to live 
with horses that have already been broken and 
tamed, it may very well instill wildness in them 
again.  Only once the wild horse’s will has been 
broken and will accept a bit and saddle will it be 
of service to others.  

The human will -- the inner control center for 
our thoughts and decisions -- is like one of these 
two horses.  It will either be free-spirited, doing 
what it wants, or it will be submissive to the will 
of God.  

During his earthly ministry, Jesus was 
surrounded by people who did what they 
wanted to do.  Judas, who loved money, agreed 
to betray Jesus for thirty pieces of silver.  Peter 
had been pushing his will on Jesus for several 
weeks, first of all trying to deter him from going 
to Jerusalem.  Then Peter offered Jesus his 
support, “Even if all fall away on account of 
you, I never will.”  Finally, even when the temple 
guard stepped forward to arrest Jesus, Peter 
drew his sword, cut off the ear of the high 
priest’s servant, asking, “Lord, should we strike 
with our swords?”  Certainly Peter had a mind of 
his own and a will to match.  But more often 
than not, it seemed that Peter’s strong will upset 
Jesus more than it supported him. 

How often don’t we find ourselves surrounded 
by conflicting wills?  One child needs you here, 
and another there.  No one in the family can 

agree as to how they should spend a 
Sunday afternoon.  Members of the 

church take sides on different 
issues.  Workers demand 

more money, management calls for 
concessions.  And then, most 

important of all, there is the will of God 
expressed in the Word of God.  It tells us to 

do this and not to do that, but our self-will 
resists, opposes, criticizes, and rejects the will 
of God.  The result is tension, anger, conflict, 
and sin. 

Now let us look at Jesus, who “was pierced for 
our transgressions and crushed for our 
iniquities.”  He was put into a position that not a 
single one of us would want to find ourselves in.  
But what do we observe about him?  “Going a 
little farther, Jesus fell with his face to the 
ground and prayed, `My Father, if it is possible, 
may this cup be taken from me.  Yet not as I 
will, but as you will.’”  What an amazing 
submission of his own will to the higher authority 
of his Father!  “Not as I will, but as you will.” 

Even before being born of the Virgin Mary, the 
Son of God spoke about his role in psalm 40:  “I 
desire to do your will, O my God!”  He came, not 
merely to know it, but also, and primarily, to 
carry it out.  One of our Lenten hymns drives 
home this point.  In the third verse of  “A Lamb 
Goes Uncomplaining Forth” Christ speaks of his 
willingness to carry out the plan of salvation.  
“Yes, Father, yes, most willingly I’ll bear what you 
command me.  My will conforms to your decree; 
I’ll do what you have asked me.” 

The members of the Philippian congregation 
were the first to hear the profound description 
of Jesus’ self-denying will as the Holy Spirit cause 
the Apostle Paul to record it.  Paul told them, 
“Christ Jesus, being in the very nature God, did 
not consider equality with God something to be 
grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the 
very nature of a servant.  He humbled himself 
and became obedient to death -- even death on 
a cross!”   

By his obedience, yes, obedience unto death, 
Jesus showed that he was not controlled by self-
will.  Rather, his will was in submission to the 
Father’s will.  It was in this freedom from self-will 
that Jesus served us also as Savior from sin.  
Jesus himself tells us, “The Son of Man did not 

come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”  
As a servant to our need and to his Father’s will, Jesus paid the price for our 
sins, ransoming us by his holy, innocent blood.  Only through his blood do 
we find freedom—including freedom from self-will. 

Lord, bend and break my selfish will that I might live for you. Amen. 

“I desire to  
do your will,      

O my God!” 
Psalm 40:8 



MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICES 
We will continue our Midweek 
Lenten Services on Wednesdays, 
March 4, 14, and 21, at 4:00 and 

6:30 p.m.   JESUS CHRIST IS OUR 
GREAT HIGH PRIEST will 
continue to be our 
theme.  We offer 
sincere thanks to the 
Pastors at Mt. Calvary 

Lutheran Church in Waukesha for sharing God’s Word with us this 
Lenten Season.  They, too, have 2 Services each Wednesday as we 
do.   
 

CONFIRMATION SERVICE  
Our Confirmation Service will be the 
10:30 a.m. Service on Palm Sunday, 
March 25.  Our 8:00 a.m. Service will 
be our regular Communion Service as 
well as our Saturday Night and 
Monday Night Services.  Only the 
Confirmation Service will not offer the 
Lord’s Supper. 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY COMMUNION SERVICE 
Our Confirmation Class will be receiving the Lord’s 
Supper for the first time on Maundy Thursday, March 
29, at 6:30 p.m.  Please join us on that night when Jesus 
instituted the Lord’s Supper and commanded, “Do this 
often in remembrance of Me.”   
 

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICES 
Two Service opportunities will be 
available on Good Friday, March 30, 
at 1:00 p.m. and at 6:30 p.m.   Our 
Star of Bethlehem choir will be 
enhancing our Good Friday worship.   
 

EASTER SERVICES 
A 7:00 a.m. and a 9:30 a.m. Service are being planned for Easter, 

April 1.  Join us for the celebration of our Savior’s 
victory over sin, death and Satan, and 

proving it by his exit from the tomb on 
Easter morn.  Our Easter Services will be 

enhanced by our Adult and Children’s 
choirs, instruments and a special 
Easter message.  May the angelic 
message bring comfort and peace to 

us as we hear again “He is not here; he 
has risen, just as he said.”  Please invite 

family, friends, neighbors and co-
workers to join us  for worship with us and 

for our joyous Easter celebration! 

Katie Smith, wife of 
Alex Smith, comes into 

our Star of Bethlehem 
family this month from St. 

John’s Lutheran Church in 
Mukwonago.  We welcome her and ask the Lord to 
enable her to continue to grow in her knowledge of 
God’s Word and love for her Savior among us.   
 
The Lord blessed Natalie 
and Micah Walz with the 
gift of a daughter.  Sadie 
Ann Walz was baptized at 
their home on Feb. 8, 
2018.  An Affirmation of 
Baptism is being planned for 
here at church at a future date.  
May the Lord keep Sadie in his 
loving arms throughout life to life 
everlasting! 
 

CALL UPDATE 
Eric Fillner of Zion Lutheran Church and School in South 
Milwaukee was called to be our 6th Grade Home Room 
Teacher and departmentalized Science Teacher next 
school year.  Mrs. Janeen Roska, presently serving on 
our staff, has been called to be our Extended Learning 
Coordinator next school year.  Please include them 
both in your prayers.  May the Lord lead them through 
prayerful consideration to decisions that will be in the 
best interests of God’s kingdom.  These calls will 
replace Mr. Shawn Riesop and Mrs. Molly Phelps, who 
will be leaving us at the close of this school year.  We 
are more grateful service! 
 

LENTEN SUPPERS 
Suppers will be served each 
Wednesday of the Lenten Season.  
Various groups, guided by our Food 
Committee, will be planning the 
meal each week.  Supper will be 
served from 5:00-6:15 p.m.  Help with setup, serving 
and cleanup is always appreciated.  If you plan to 
attend on any Wednesday night, please sign up ahead 
of time on the easel in the Gathering Area.   
 

EASTER BREAKFAST 
An Easter Breakfast, coordinated by our Food 
Committee, will be served between Services on Easter.  
Please sign up to attend.  Guests are welcomed!  
Watch for opportunities to assist with food donations, 
assistance with setup, serving and cleanup.  Sincere 
thanks for all of your help!   A special thanks to our 
Food Committee for all of their planning 
and work in providing meals for our 
Lenten Season, and for Easter, and for 
all of the work that they do for us all 
year round!    



Seniors  
Our Star Seniors will 
be meeting on 
Tuesday, Feb. 27 
at 6:00 p.m.  A 
Potluck Casserole 
Supper will be served.  Bring a side dish 
or dessert if you prefer.  Bashir Easter 
will be here from the Milwaukee 
County Dept. on Aging to speak about 
Dementia Care.  Join us for supper at 
6:00, or, just the presentation at 6:45.  
All senior members, 55 and over, are 
invited to join us for this or any of our 
senior activities, meetings or outings.  
Drivers, spouses and guests are always 
welcomed! 

If you would like to sign up 
to donate an Easter Plant, 
please sign up on the 
bulletin board.  Various 
plants and prices are 
available.  Your donations to 
beautify God’s House on 
Easter are greatly appreciated!  
Thank you so much! 

 

STAR CARES FUND 
Our Star Cares Fund, which assists 
our members and others with 
extreme financial emergencies, 
unexpected bills, or medical 
assistance, is having more requests 
than we have funds available.  
Donations to the Star Cares Fund 
may be given at any time.  There are 
some envelopes on the back counter 
in the Gathering Area.  Or, you may 
just put your contributions in an 
envelope and mark it Star Cares 
Fund, and place it in the offering 
plate.  Sincere thanks for caring!   
 

Men’s Basketball 
Our Star Men’s Basketball 
League will conclude another 
season on March 18.  Your 
team with a month to go is 
presently 6 wins and 2 losses.  Good luck, 
men, on the conclusion to your season! 

EARLY RISER BIBLE CLASS 
Join us on Friday mornings at 6:30-7:30 
a.m. for our Early Riser Bible Class.  We 
are presently doing an in-depth study of 
the Book of Ephesians, entitled, Building 
a Winning Church Team.  You may join 
in at any time.  You may bring your own 
Bible.  Materials for each lesson will be 
available each week.  There will be no 
Early Riser Bible Class on 
March 30, Good 
Friday, or April 6 for 
a short break.  Our 
group of Early Risers 
will be getting together 
again after Easter on 
April 13. 
 

Wisconsin Lutheran High School invites 
4th and 6th grade students, on separate 
nights from 5:30-7:30 p.m., to a fun 
evening of waterslides and swimming at 
Country Springs Waterpark Hotel in 
Pewaukee. There is no cost, however at 
least one parent must attend with their 
child. Kids will swim and the parents will 
learn more about WLHS.  4th grade 
students are invited on Monday, March 
5, and must RSVP by Monday, February 
26. 6th grade students are invited on 
Monday, March 12, and must RSVP by 
Monday, March 5. RSVP by going to 
www.wlhs.org/splash.  
 

MEN’S SOFTBALL 
The softball season is just 
around the corner.  There is a 
signup sheet on the bulletin board 
for any of our men who would like to 
participate on our Star of Bethlehem 
Softball Team this summer.  Games are 
nearby, Malone Park, and are always on 
Tuesday nights.  Our church team 
participates in one of the New Berlin 
Park and Recreation Leagues.  By league 
rules, all players must be 18 and over.  
Each team is limited to 20 players.  
Coach Randy Alf has agreed to lead the 
team again.  The deadline to sign up is 
March 30.  The team had a very 
successful season last year.  The season 
begins the last week of April.  Fan 
support is always welcomed! 

Wisconsin Lutheran 

High School Musical 

“How to Succeed in 

Business Without 

Really Trying” 

Big business means big laughs in this 
delightfully clever lampoon of life on 
the corporate ladder. Winner of the 
Tony award for Best Musical and the 
Pulitzer Prize, this tune-filled comic 
gem follows the rise of J. Pierpont 
Finch, who uses a mixture of charming 
innocence and smarts to advance 
from window washer to high powered 
executive. Performances will be held 
on Friday, March 2, at 7:30 p.m., 
Saturday, March 3, at 7:30 p.m., and 
Sunday, March 4, at 1:30 p.m. in the 
WLHS auditorium. Reserved seat 
tickets are available at the WLHS 
reception desk, or by printing out the 
online ticket order form at 
www.wlhs.org/finearts. Tickets are 
$10 for adults and $5 for children in 
8th grade and younger. 

Before the Friday, March 2, 
performance you can enjoy the Choir 
Associates Spaghetti Dinner served in 
the cafeteria from 4:30-
7:00 p.m. Wisco Kids and 
Inspiration will perform 
during the dinner. 
Tickets will be sold at 
the door, adults $10 
and children $8. 

 

WELS CAREGIVERS 
GROUP MEETING 

On February 28, at St John's Wauwatosa 
on Harwood and Dewey, 6:30-8PM, 
Pastor Behringer of WELS Special 
Ministries will be our guest encouraging 
us in our walk as a caregiver.  Please 
pass this on to anyone who is a 
caregiver or those who walk beside a 
caregiver in their journey. RSVP to 
Carol, schatzy999@yahoo.com, 
(414)543-7532, or Paula 2627820524.  
We will meet in the St Matthew's room 
in the church's basement.  Doors will be 
locked after 6:35PM. 
 

http://www.wlhs.org/splash
www.wlhs.org/finearts
mailto:schatzy999@yahoo.com
tel:(414)%20543-7532
tel:(262)%20782-0524


 
 

NEW BEGINNINGS – A Home for Mothers is a WELS-based home for 
single mothers and their children. We would like to invite you to our Taste & 
Tour, which is a free, one-hour monthly event held at the New Beginnings 
home in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. During this event, you will have the 
opportunity to see how New Beginnings works to help single mothers and 
their children break free from poverty and live a life rooted in Christ. Come 
enjoy an inside peek of the home, a presentation on the ministry, and 
yummy desserts! The Taste & Tour is held every month on a Thursday 
afternoon. The second Taste & Tour will be held on Thursday, March 15th at 
12pm.  If you would like to know more about New Beginnings, you can also 
go online at https://www.homeformothers.com/  
 

EVANGELISM SEMINAR 
The WELS Southeastern Wisconsin District Commission on Evangelism is 
glad to host an event to encourage and equip the Christian witness of 
the members, lay leaders, and staff of our congregations.  This half-day 
event will feature an inspiring keynote by Pastor Jon Hein and various 
practical workshops on personal witnessing and congregational outreach 
including conversational evangelism, apologetics in witnessing, 
encouraging friendship evangelism and digital outreach.  The date is 
Saturday, April 21, 8:30-1:30 at Wisconsin Lutheran High School.  The 
cost is $10 per attendee. Registration is now available online – payment 
may be made online or in-person by cash or check (payable to WELS 
Evangelism).  Groups of up to 10 can be registered at one time. We 
would suggest offering assistance to those from your church without 
internet capability. Walk-in registration will be available but we prefer 
registration ahead of time so we can plan for the numbers attending. For 
the full schedule, workshop descriptions, and promotional material visit 
the event and registration website:  welsoutreachmke.com  
 

SCIENCE PROGRAM 
Female high school students are invited to attend a free science program at 
Wisconsin Lutheran College. Visit wlc.edu/scienceprogram to register for the 
upcoming sessions on March 3 (focusing on chemistry) and April 7 (focusing 
on physics and computer science). 
 

BUTTERFLY BRUNCH 
The Christian Women's Leadership Circle hosts its annual Butterfly Brunch at 
Wisconsin Lutheran College on Saturday, March 10 at 8 a.m. The speaker 
will be Dr. Rhoda Wolle, Dean of Student Success at Wisconsin Lutheran 
College. Her keynote speech is titled “Moving from Surviving to Thriving: 
Recalculating Happiness.” For more information or to register, visit 
wlc.edu/butterflybrunch. 

From the 

President 
Recently, ten of your fellow Star members 
(including 2 pastors and several of our teachers) 
attended a conference at Trinity-Waukesha entitled 
“Telling the Next Generation.”  This is a ministry 
provided by the WELS Commission on Evangelism 
and the Commission on Lutheran Schools.  The 
program serves congregations of the WELS with 
planning, assistance, and resources for 
implementation of outreach strategies utilizing 
their Lutheran elementary school and/or early 
childhood ministry. 

The presentations were grouped into three parts: 

1. Committed to the Word – God’s Word (the 
Bible) teaches us the true definition of our 
church & school mission while guiding us in our 
vision for carrying it out.  It’s the Word that 
empowers our faith and directs our lives to 
serve our Creator and the people he leads us to 
reach with the Good News of His salvation. 

2. Relationships – These are vital to an effective 
outreach and harvest strategy.  These 
relationships include those among faculty, 
staff, school and church leadership.  These 
people need to work together as an organized 
and determined team focusing on building 
relationships with school families to connect 
them with the Gospel 

3. Harvest Strategies – Meant to be a practical 
guide for Star to build relationships with the 
school children & their families, to develop an 
organized program for nurturing those 
relationships, and to strive to lead them to 
instruction in God’s Word. 

In one of our breakout sessions, certain key metrics 
were identified as areas that we can celebrate –
along with those areas that need improvement.  In 
other words, keep doing what’s working while 
concurrently working on areas that are weak. 

As a group, our next step is to commit to a series of 
meetings to develop specific goals and their 
supporting actions so that our entire Telling the 
Next Generation ministry advances the ball 
forward. 

So, stay tuned, as we’ll be sharing more as 
decisions are made. 

See you in church – and Bible study! 
Gene 
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